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COURTESY LETTER
This letter is to inform you of the options available concerning the violation(s) filed against you. If you have questions, please contact the Court for assistance. You must appear within 30 days from the date of your citation. Failure to appear may result in additional fees and/or enforcement actions. If you plan to obtain legal counsel, please do so promptly to allow your attorney sufficient time to file a Letter of Representation with the Court before your required appearance date. All correspondence and required documentation must be received by the Court no later than 30 days from the date you received your citation.

PLEASE SELECT ONE PLEA AND COMPLETE THE INFORMATION BELOW:
1. _____ GUILTY - I hereby enter a plea of guilty and waive my right to trial. Enclosed is payment in the         amount assessed for the violation(s) filed against me.
2. _____ NOLO CONTENDERE (NO CONTEST) - I hereby enter a plea of Nolo Contendere. I do not admit guilt but do not contest the violation(s) filed against me, and waive my right to trial. Enclosed is payment in the amount assessed for the violation(s) filed against me.
3. _____ NOT GUILTY - I hereby enter a plea of Not Guilty and understand that I will be notified by mail of my assigned trial date. I acknowledge my right to trial by Judge or Jury and must make this election prior to the trial date. 
I am requesting trial by: ( ) Judge    ( ) Jury 
(Note: If you enter a plea of Not Guilty, you WILL NOT be permitted to discuss your case with the Judge prior to trial.)

MAIL ALL COURT CORRESPONDENCE TO:
Schleicher County Justice of the Peace
P.O. Box 536
Eldorado, TX 76936
Please Note: Personal checks will not be accepted and will be returned to the sender. Payments must be made via money order or cashier’s check payable to Schleicher County Justice of the Peace.  

Signature: ____________________________ Printed Name: _______________________________________

Date:____________ Citation Number (located at top):_____________________________________________

ALTERNATIVES TO PAYMENT OF FINES AND COSTS
[bookmark: _Hlk60607185]A defendant who is convicted of a criminal offense punishable by fine only is entitled to alternative methods of satisfying the judgment against them if they are unable to pay the fine or costs, in whole or in part.
Those alternative methods include:
1) A payment plan, allowing the defendant to make payments toward the fine and costs in designated intervals. Note that if any amount is paid more than 30 days after the judgment assessing the fine or costs then the defendant must be charged a $15 time payment reimbursement fee.
2) Disposition of the amount assessed by performing community service. There are many options that meet the requirements of the law for community service, see the Code of Criminal Procedure Art. 45.049 for full details. A defendant is entitled to a minimum of $100 credit for every 8 hours of community service performed.
3) If performing community service imposes an undue hardship, a defendant who is indigent or who lacks sufficient resources to pay may be entitled to a waiver of the fine and costs, in whole or in part.
4) A defendant may be entitled to jail credit in certain circumstances if the defendant was confined in jail or prison after the commission of the offense pending in justice court.



Speeding Violations and Penalties:

5-10 mph over: $200.00
11-15 mph over: $235.00
16-20 mph over: $280.00
21-25 mph over: $335.00
26 mph or more over: Contact Court Clerk

For All Other Violations, contact the Court Clerk for details.

DRIVER’S SAFETY COURSE (DSC) – RIGHT TO DISMISSAL
If you are eligible, you may request to take a Driver’s Safety Course to have a moving violation dismissed. Requests must be submitted in writing within 30 days of receiving the citation. Failure to submit all the required documentation by the 30 day period will result in denial of the request.

NOT ELIGIBLE FOR THE DRIVING SAFETY COURSE
1. CDL (Commercial driver’s license) holders.
2. Speeding violations that occurred in a construction or maintenance zone with workers present.
3. Speeding 95 mph or more, or 25 mph or more over the posted speed limit.
4. Drivers who have completed a Driving Safety Course within the past 12 months.
5. Individuals with an out-of-state driver’s license, unless they are active-duty military personnel. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVING SAFETY COURSE (DSC)
To be approved for the Driving Safety Course, you must submit the following: 

1. Copy of your valid Texas Driver’s License or permit. Exception: If you are an active-duty service member or a dependent you may provide an additional notarized affidavit stating you are not currently taking DSC in another state and have not done so in 12 months preceding the date of the offense.
2. Copy of your valid liability insurance, showing the policy number, agent’s name, and phone number, and coverage valid on the date of the violation.
3. Copy of your citation.
4. Notarized affidavit stating that you are not currently taking a DSC for another offense and haven’t taken one in the last 12 months that is not reflected on your driving record. 

After submitting all required documents, please contact the court clerk after one week to confirm approval or denial of your request. 

DETACH LOWER PORTION AND SUBMIT WITH REQUIRED DOCUMENTION FOR DSC

I hereby enter a plea of Guilty ( ) or No Contest ( ) and request to take the Driving Safety Course. 

I understand that upon receiving approval, I will have to comply with the terms stated in the court order letter and that no extension will be granted. I also understand that if I fail to submit a signed court copy of the Driving Safety Course Completion Certificate within the allotted time, a warrant may be issued for my arrest and a conviction entered on my driving record.
[bookmark: _Hlk213409014]
Signature_______________________________ Printed Name: ___________________________

Date ________________________ Current Address: ___________________________

Ticket Number _______________________ City/State/Zip: ___________________________
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